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THE  81st  CONGRESS  -  REVIEW  AND  PREVIEW 

This  double-sized  Newsletter  is  designed  to  summarize  some  of  the  important  legislation 
passed  by  the  first  session  of  the  8lst  Congress  and  to  indicate  the  status  of  unfinished 
legislation  so  that  citizens  may  discuss  measures  intelligently  with  their  Congressmen  or 
Senators  who  will  probably  be  home  sometime  during  the  current  recess.  This  analysis  is 
also  designed  for  use  by  local  Peace  Committees,  study  groups,  and  individuals  in  prepar¬ 
ing  themselves  for  effective  action  now  and  after  the  second  session  of  Congress  convenes 
on  January  3*  The  following  summary  deals  with  in^ortant  legislation,  on  some  but  not 
all  of  which  the  F  C  N  L  took  a  position. 

Legislative  measures  which  have  passed  both  Houses  and  have  been  signed  by  the  President 
are  now  Public  Laws,  and  are  listed  as  such  together  ¥fith  the  number  assigned.  Consider¬ 
ation  of  unfinished  legislation  will  be  resumed  at  the  point  where  the  bill  stood  at  the 
end  of  the  first  session.  Bills  not  yet  law  are  listed  with  S  (Senate)  or  H.  R.  (House  of 
Representatives)  according  to  their  origin.  Identical  bills  in  both  Houses  are  given 
together  and  are  known  as  companion  bills. 

LEGISLATION  RELATED  TO  FOREIGN  AND  MILITARY  POLICY 

In  the  field  of  foreign  and  military  policy,  the  European  Recovery  Program  (EGA)  was  con¬ 
tinued  with  an  appropriation  of  $5jU30,U00,000.  Two  measures  strongly  opposed  by  the 
F  C  N  L  were  passed  —  the  North  Atlantic  Treaty  and  the  Mutual  Defense  Assistance  Act. 

Fear  of  Russian  expansion  and  aggression  dominated  Congress,  and  halting  support  of  the 
U  N,  or  by-passing  it,  was  characteristic  of  the  first  session. 

Appropriations  for  the  Military  Establishment  soared  to  the  new  peacetime  high  of 
$15,585>863,U98.  The  Senate  failed  to  liberalize  the  admission  of  displaced  persons,  or 
to  take  up  the  Genocide  Convention,  or  membership  in  the  International  Trade  Organization. 
$16  million  was  belatedly  voted  for  relief  of  refugees  in  Palestine  (raised  from  ^ll*  million 
largely  by  F  C  N  L  efforts),  but  no  plans  are  yet  ready  for  long-range  settlement  in 
spite  of  current  funds  now  being  nearly  all  spent. 

The  possible  idealism  of  President  Truman’ s  Point  IV  program  for  aiding  under-developed 
areas  was  given  rough  treatment  both  by  the  State  Department  and  by  spokesmen  before  the 
House  Foreign  Affairs  Committee  idiere  the  proposal  still  rests.  Congress  voted  against 
continuing  support  to  the  International  Refugee  Organization  and  to  the  United  Nations’ 
Children’s  Emergency  Fund  beyond  this  fiscal  year.  Proposals  for  finally  erasing  the 
Exclusion  Act  and  ending  discrimination  in  immigration  and  naturalization  were  not  acted  on 
by  the  Senate.  Continuance  of  the  Selective  Service  System  beyond  June  19^0  (the  date  of 
expiration  of  the  present  Act)  is  being  urged  in  the  next  session. 

Treaties  Ratified 

(Note:  Ratification  of  a  Treaty  requires  a  2/3  vote  of  the  Senate,  no  action  by  the  House). 

North  Atlantic  Treaty:  This  treaty  was  signed  by  12  nations  on  April  U,  19U9  and  was 

ratified  by  the  United  States  Senate  (82  to  13)  on  July  21.  The 
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Treaty  states  :  .  The  parties  agree  that  an  armed  attack  against  one  or  more  of  them 

in  Europe  or  North  America  shall  be  considered  at  attack  against  them  all,”  The  implemen¬ 
tation  of  the  agreement  -  ” self-help  and  mutual  aid”  to  "maintain  and  develop  their 

individual  and  collective  capacity  to  resist  armed  attack  -  required  the  Mutual  Defense 
Assistance  Act  (see  below.) 

International  Wheat  Agreement;  Proposed  by  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  of  the 

United  Nations,  this  agreement  was  submitted  to  member 
governments  for  their  approval.  The  United  States  Senate  ratified  the  Treaty  on  June  13. 

It  is  a  four-year  agreement,  under  which  36  importing  countries  agree  to  buy,  and  5  export¬ 
ing  countries  agree  to  sell,  more  than  U50  million  bushels  of  irtieat  each  year  within  a 
fixed  price  range  -  maximum,  $1,80;  minimum,  $1,50  the  first  year  to  $1,20  the  fourth. 

The  Agreement  has  been  in  operation  since  J\ily  and  all  but  six  of  the  original  negotiating 
countries  have  ratified  it. 

The  United  States  agreed  to  provide  168,000,000  bushels,  a  little  over  half  our  expected 
total  wheat  export.  Our  other  wheat  moves  through  the  usual  trade  channels  and  is  subject 
to  usual  market  regulations,  prices,  etc. 

Treaty  to  be  Considered 

United  Nations  Con-  The  draft  of  this  Convention  which  outlaws  mass  murder  has  been 
vention  on  Genocide;  approved  by  the  United  Nations  General  Assembly,  Member  States 

have  been  asked  to  sign  it.  In  the  United  States  Congress  it  has 
been  referred  to  a  sub-committee  of  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee,  consisting  of 
Senators  Brien  McMahon,  Conn.;  Elbert  Thomas,  Utah;  Claude  Pepper,  Fla.;  Bourke  B, 
Hickenlooper,  Iowa;  Henry  Cabot  Lodge,  Jr.,  Mass.  Senator  McMahon  has  indicated  that  the 
sub-committee  will  hold  hearings  in  January, 

Foreign  Policy  Legislation  Passed 

Assistance  to  Palestine  Refugees;  The  Senate  passed  Public  Law  25  on  March  2k,  19U9, 

authorizing  a  special  contribution  of  $16  million  by  the 
United  States  to  the  United  Nations  for  the  relief  of  Palestine  Refugees.  The  appropriation 
as  finally  passed  (Public  Law  119)  granted  only  $12  million  with  the  additional  $U  million 
to  be  granted  by  the  President  when  he  finds  that  other  nations  party  to  the  United  Nations 
agreement  have  met  their  obligations  to  the  relief  fund. 

No  further  plans  of  adequate  scope  for  permsuient  relief  have  been  proposed  for  consideration 
by  our  government,  and  international  efforts  at  re-settlement  have  not  yet  been  successful. 
Meanwhile,  funds  from  this  appropriation  are  fast  being  exhausted  and  the  number  of  home¬ 
less  remains  near  900,000, 

E  C  A*  Congress  passed  Public  Law  U?  in  April  and  thereby  authorized  a  one-year  extension 
of  the  Economic  Cooperation  Administration  which  administers  the  European  Recovery 
Program.  It  was  not  until  September  that  Congress  approved  Foreign  Aid  Appropriations 
(Public  Law  327)  which  granted  $5,1430,000,000  for  E  C  A,  including  $U5  million  for  the 
Greek-Turkish  Arms  Aid  program;  $912,500,000  for  Army  expenses,  including  relief,  in  oc¬ 
cupied  areas,  and  also  made  available  $U  million  for  the  assistance  of  Chinese  students 
financially  stranded  in  this  country  because  of  civil  disturbance  in  China. 

ECA  must  be  renewed  and  appropriations  granted  each  year;  therefore,  hearings  on  the  pro¬ 
posed  1951  ECA  program  will  begin  soon  after  Congress  returns. 

United  Nations  International  Continued  United  States  support  of  UNICEF  was  assured  for 
Children* s  Emergency  Fund:  this  year  by  Public  Law  170,  Funds  previously  granted  but 
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not  used  were  re-appropriated.  Unfortunately,  a  provision  was  included  which  says:  "It 
is  the  expressed  intention  of  the  Congress  that  such  participation  by  the  United  States 
shall  cease  on  June  30,  19^0."  It  will  be  impossible  for  this  agency  to  continue  without 
American  support,  and  although  it  was  emergency  in  purpose,  the  need  which  it  has  met 
continues.  UNICEF  has  spent  an  estimated  |6  million  in  Palestine  alone,  and  has  been  able 
to  continue  operations  in  Eastern  Europe  as  well  as  Western. 

Finnish  Debt  Funds:  Congress  authorized  the  use  of  future  payments  by  Finland  on  her  debt 
— ■  to  the  United  States  for  educational  exchange  of  persons  and  materials. 

(Public  Law  265). 

Reciprocal  Trade  Agreements:  A  three-year  extension  of  the  Reciprocal  Trade  Agreements  Act, 

which  expired  on  June  30,  was  finally  approved  by  the  Senate 
on  September  l5.  It  was  passed  by  the  House  in  February.  The  Act  was  restored  to  its  origi¬ 
nal  form  and  amendments  passed  by  the  80th  Congress  were  stricken  out.  (Public  Law  307.) 

Mutual  Defense  Assistance  Act  of  19U9t  The  Military  Assistance  Program  became  Public  Law 

329  on  October  6  after  extensive  discussion  in  both 
House  and  Senate.  The  total  authorization  is  for  $l,3lU,010,000  in  cash  and  contract 
authorizations  as  well  as  equipment.  Countries  which  will  receive  assistance  include  the 
12  North  Atlantic  Treaty  signatories,  Greece,  Turkey,  Iran,  Korea,  the  Philippines,  and  the 
President  was  granted  $75  million  for  use  as  he  might  determine  in  the  China  area. 

Foreign  Policy  Legislation  to  be  Considered  Further 

Point  IV:  The  Administration  has  presented  H.  R.  5615,  its  proposal  for  United  States  aid 
to  under-developed  areas.  Brief  and  hurried  hearings  were  held  before  the  House 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  in  October.  No  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Committee,  however 
and  the  Senate  has  not  yet  begun  its  study.  Congressman  Christian  Herter,  Mass.,  has  intro¬ 
duced  a  bill,  H.  R.  6026,  for  the  same  purpose  and  has  urged  the  Committee  to  study  it. 
Copies  of  these  hearings  should  be  available  in  December  from  your  Congressman’s  office. 

S,  2197  and  H,  R.  558U,  companion  administration-sponsored  bills  for  helping  to  finance 
Point  IV,  have  been  approved  by  the  Committees  on  Foreign  Affairs  in  both  House  and  Senate. 
These  bills  provide  for  an  amendment  to  the  charter  of  the  Export-In^jort  Bank  to  enable  the 
guaurantee  of  foreign  investments.  Neither  the  House  nor  the  Senate  has  acted  on  the 
favorable  report  of  the  Committees. 

International  Trade  Organization:  H.  J.  Res.  236  would  authorize  the  United  States  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  this  Organization,  outlined  at  a  Conference 
in  Havana  in  19U8.  The  Resolution  has  not  yet  been  considered  by  the  House  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs.  It  was  introduced  on  May  3  by  Chairman  John  Kee  of  West  Virginia. 

United  States  Contributions  The  House  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  reported  favorably  on 
to  International  Agencies:  H.  J,  Res.  33U  which  would  raise  the  ceilings  on  the  authori¬ 
zation  of  United  States  contributions  to  five  international 
agencies.  When  the  measure  was  proposed  to  the  House  Rules  Committee,  however,  it  was  not 
approved  and  as  a  result  no  action  has  been  taken.  The  Senate  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations  has  not  yet  scheduled  hearings,  (See  Washington  Letters  No,  67  and  68.) 

World  Qrgaiization:  Late  in  the  session,  the  House  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  held  brief 

hearings  on  H.  Con.  Res,  6U  and  other  resolutions  relating  to  pro¬ 
posals  for  world  organization,  revision  of  the  United  Nations,  and  establishing  as  the  long- 
range  goal  or  American  Foreign  Policy  a  world  federation  based  on  law.  Action  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  any  of  the  proposals  was  deferred  until  the  Congress  pe-convenes.  Write  your 
Congressman  for  copies  of  the  hearings. 
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Loan  to  F  A  0  Building  Fund:  A  ^^7  million  interest-free  loan  to  the  Food  and  Agriculture 

Organization  of  the  United  Nations  for  its  permanent  build¬ 
ing  in  or  near  Washington  was  approved  by  the  Senate  when  it  passed  S.  J.  Res.  128  on 
October  18.  H.  J.  Res.  356  for  the  same  purpose  was  reported  favorably  by  the  House  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  but  no  further  action  was  taken. 

C  0  "Frozen  Fund"  and  The  House  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  took  favorable  action 
CARE  Book  Program  :  this  session  on  a  bill  which  would  appropriate  to  the  CARE 

Book  Program  an  amount  totaling  $lj  million.  This  money  is 
now  in  the  United  States  Treasury,  having  been  deposited  there  after  it  was  earned  by 
Conscientious  Objectors  during  World  War  II. 

The  House  did  not  vote  on  H.  R.  5953,  although  it  remains  on  the  calendar  for  action  in 
January.  Meanwhile,  S.  2U96,  for  the  same  purpose,  was  introduced  in  the  Senate  by  Senator 
John  Sparkman,  Ala.,  and  referred  to  the  Senate  Armed  Services  Committee  where  no  hearings 
have  been  held  and  the  possibility  of  prompt,  favorable  action  does  not  appear  encouraging. 

Military  Legislation  Passed 

The  following  appropriations  were  made  directly  to  the  Military  Establishment,  to  its  sub¬ 
sidiary  services,  and  to  closely  related  agencies.  (Note:  These  figures  are  taken  from 
laws  as  passed  and  are  more  accurate  than  those  which  appeared  in  Washington  Letter  No. 68.) 

Public  Law  3U3  *  Appropriations  for  the  National  Military  Estab¬ 
lishment  (including  Contract  Authorizations)  l5,585,863,U98 

"  "  266  :  Atomic  Energy  Research  Development  (including 

Contract  Authorizations)  1,090,120,397 


It 

266  : 

Appropriations  for  Selective  Service  System 

8,500,000 

It 

It 

355  1 

Civil  Functions  of  the  Am^r  -  rivers,  harbors, 
Panama  Canal,  U,  S.  Soldiers  Home,  etc. 

638,056,190 

1  17,322, 5U0, 085 

Authorizations  for  new  military  construction  and  research  were  made  as  follows: 

Public 

Law 

30  : 

Authorizes  construction  of  land-based  air-warning 
Radar  Screen  around  continental  United  States  % 

85,500,000 

n 

It 

60  : 

Authorizes  construction  of  3000-mile  long 

Guided  Missile  Range 

75,000,000 

It 

It 

213  i 

Authorizes  enlarged  e:q)erimental  submarine  program 

ia, 000, 000 

It 

It 

386  : 

Authorizes  construction  of  a  Guided  Missile 
Laboratory  for  the  Bureau  of  Standards 

1,900,000 

It 

It 

lah  : 

Authorizes  the  Secretary  of  the  Army  to  proceed  with 
construction  of  family  quarters,  operational  build¬ 
ings,  warehouses,  etc.,  at  stations  in  the  Alaska 
Communications  system 

7,663,212 

It 

tt 

U15  : 

Authorizes  construction  of  trisonic  and  supersonic 
wind  tunnel  facilities 

10,000,000 

It 

It 

U20  : 

Authorizes  certain  construction  at  naval  and  mili¬ 
tary  installations  -  hospitals,  depots,  housing, 
sewers,  utilities  -  both  in  and  out  of  continen¬ 
tal  United  States 

131,176,U8U 

$ 

352,239,696 
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Military  Legislation  to  be  Considered  Further 

yO-Group  Air  Force*  This  proposal,  H,  R.  Ili37,  was  enthusiastically  endorsed  by  the  House 

and  was  cut  somewhat  by  the  Senate*  President  Truman  had  asked  for 
1^8  Groups  in  his  budget  message.  Military  Establishment  appropriations  were  made  to 
include  58  Groups,  but  the  President,  in  signing  the  Public  Law  3U3  in^Jounded  the  money  for 
more  than  U8  Groups.  H.  R.  1U37  remains  in  House-Senate  Conference. 

Strategic  Metals,  Minerals,  Ores:  S.  2105  and  H.  R.  5725  would  authorize  an  $80  million 

~  program  to  stimulate  exploration  for  and  conservation  of 
strategic  ores,  metals,  and  minerals  "essential  to  the  industrial,  military,  and  naval 
needs  of  the  United  States."  These  bills  have  been  approved  by  Cornmittees  and  await 
action  on  the  floor  of  both  Houses, 

Legislation  Related  to  Immigration  and  Naturalization  to  be  Considered  Further 

In  addition  to  the  continuing  consideration  of  the  specific  measures  listed  below,  the 
second  session  of  the  81st  Congress  is  to  receive  next  spring  a  report  from  a  special  in¬ 
vestigating  committee  which  has  been  working  on  over-all  immigration  policy  since  19U7,  It 
is  ejected  that  this  Special  Sub-oommittee  of  the  Senate  Judiciary  Committee  will  report 
an  "omnibus  bill,"  incorporating  all  necessary  changes  in  our  immigration  and  naturalization 
laws.  The  F  C  N  L  will  report  progress  on  this  legislation  as  it  takes  place.  It  is  our 
hope  that  the  present  outnnoded  policy  of  the  United  States,  unrevised  since  192U  and 
earlier,  will  be  replaced  by  a  more  adequate  and  generous  approach. 

Repeal  of  Oriental  Exclusion  Act;  H.  R.  199 >  reported  in  previous  Washington  Letters,  was 

passed  by  the  House  last  March  1,  but  has  not  yet  been 
reported  by  the  Senate  Judiciary  Committee.  It  would  provide  immigration  quotas  for  all 
Asiatic  and  Pacific  Nations  and  would  eliminate  race  as  a  qualification  for  naturalization. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  special  report  mentioned  above  will  include  action  on  these  principles. 

Liberalization  of  Naturalization;  The  House  passed  H,  J.  Res,  236  which  would  provide 

naturalization  rights  for  all  legally  entrant  immigrants 
for  permanent  residence  without  regard  to  race.  This  does  not  provide  additional  immigra¬ 
tion  quotas  for  Asiatics,  as  would  H,  R.  199>  but  liberalizes  naturalization  provisions. 

In  the  Senate,  the  bill  was  reported  by  the  Judiciary  Committee,  placed  on  the  Calendar, 
and  when  called,  was  "passed  over"  on  the  request  of  Senator  Richard  Russell  of  Georgia. 

It  remains  on  the  Senate  Calendar  for  action  next  session. 

Displaced  Persons;  H,  R.  U567,  liberalizing  amendments  to  the  Displaced  Persons  Act  of 

I9U8,  was  passed  by  the  House  on  June  2.  It  was  reported  by  the  Senate 
i  Judiciary  Committee  on  October  12,  but  without  recommendation.  After  lengthy  last-minute 
discussion,  a  36  to  30  vote  sent  the  bill  back  to  the  Committee  and  asked  for  a  further 
report  on  January  25,  1950. 

The  continuing  need  for  generous  United  States  action  should  be  discussed  with  Senators  in 
their  own  states.  Debate  in  the  Senate  indicated  not  only  a  need  for  more  information,  but 
also  a  need  for  recognition  of  American  responsibility.  The  Congress  has  made  only  a  weak 
gesture  so  far  toward  providing  an  asylum  for  the  victims  of  totalitarianism  and  war. 

LEGISUTION  RELATED  TO  DOMESTIC  AFFAIRS 

In  the  field  of  domestic  legislation,  no  significant  civil  rights  measures  won  approval  of 
both  Houses.  It  is  e:qpected  that  F  E  P  C  legislation  will  be  before  the  Senate  in 
January,  The  investigation  of  the  Atomic  Energy  Commission  led  to  a  Republican-Democratic 
divided  report.  Federal  Aid  to  Education  passed  the  Senate,  but  did  not  emerge  from  the 
House  Education  and  Labor  Committee,  largely  because  of  the  parochial  school  issue. 
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A  long-range  housing  bill  and  a  compromise  farm  bill  were  enacted  into  law.  The  minimum 
wage  was  raised  from  UO^to  75^  per  hour  for  workers  in  industries  covered  by  the  Fair 
Labor  Standards  Act,  Repeal  of  the  Taft-Rartley  Labor  Act  failed  of  passage,  and  has  ac¬ 
celerated  the  determination  of  labor  to  work  politically. 

The  Administration's  request  for  a  lU  billion  tax  increase  was  not  voted.  The  Senate  I 

turned  down  the  creation  of  a  Department  of  Welfare,  and  has  yet  to  consider  the  proposed 
extension  of  Social  Security  legislation.  The  Health  Insurance  proposals  have  not  yet  been 
reported  by  Committees,  although  Federal  assistance  in  hospital  construction  programs  was 
approved. 

Domestic  Legislation  Passed 

Housing  Act  of  i9U9:  Public  Law  171  provides  for  810, OCX)  low-rent  housing  units  in  the  next 

five  years,  and  allocates  $260  million  for  farm  housing  and  $25  million 
in  grants  for  slum  clearance. 

Hospital  Construction:  The  existing  law  was  extended  for  five  years  and  the  annual  appropri¬ 
ation  for  hospital  construction  was  doubled  from  $75  million  to 
$150  million.  (Public  Law  380.) 

Minimum  Wage:  Employees  engaged  in  interstate  commerce  and  those  engaged  in  the  production 
of  goods  for  commerce  benefit  from  raising  the  minimum  hourly  wage  ftom  UO^ 
to  75^.  An  estimated  1.5  million  will  receive  increases  of  5  to  15  cents,  (Public  Law  393.) 

School  Lxmch  Program:  The  Agriculture  Appropriations  Act  (Public  Law  lU6)  included  $83*5 

million  to  continue  the  Federal  School  Lunch  Program. 

Domestic  Legislation  to  be  Considered  Further 

Extension  and  Liberalization  of  This  extremely  long  and  complicated  bill  was  passed  by 
Social  Security  (H,  R,  6qoo)  T  the  House  on  October  6,  Senator  Walter  George  of  Georgia, 

Chairman  of  the  Senate  Finance  Committee,  has  announced 
that  hearings  are  scheduled  before  his  Coinnittee  for  early  January,  In  its  present  form, 
the  bill  would  extend  Old-Age  ana  Survivors  benefits  to  approximately  11,000,000  persons. 
These  include: 

1)  About  U.5  million  non-farm  self-employed  persons  (with  specific  exceptions)  whose 
net  earnings  from  self-employment  total  $14.00, 

2)  About  3,8  million  state  and  local  government  en^iloyees  -  if  certain  agreements 
are  made  among  employees,  employing  units,  and  the  Federal  Security  Agency, 

3)  Some  750, OOO  domestic  servants  who  earn  $25  or  more  per  quarter,  and  irtio  work  26 
days  or  more  per  quarter  -  unless  employed  on  a  profit-making  farm. 

U)  About  600,000  employees  of  non-profit  institutions  other  than  ministers  and  members 
of  religious  orders.  The  tax  from  the  enptloyee  is  con^julsory;  at  least  half  the  ben¬ 
efits  are  therefore  assured.  The  employer  may  decide  not  to  pay  his  share  of  the  tax. 

5)  200,000  agricultural  processing  workers  off  the  farm;  certain  other  farm-related  and 
agricultural-horticultural  association  enployees. 

6)  Miscellaneous  groups  employed  outside  United  States  territory,  temporary  Federal 
employees,  etc. 

Federal  Aid  to  Education:  S.  2U6,  the  Thomas  Bill,  was  passed  by  a  58  to  15  vote  in  the 

Senate  on  May  5,  19149.  This  bill  was  similar  to  one  sponsored  by 
Senator  Robert  Taft  of  Ohio  in  the  80th  Congress  and  passed  by  the  Senate  then.  In  the 
House  Education  and  Labor  Committee,  Representative  Graham  Barden  introduced  H,  R,  1:61439  in 
which  he  specifically  denied  assistance  to  non-public  schools,  even  thou^  the  respective 
states  mi^t  be  providing  transportation  or  other  facilities.  The  Thomas  Bill  made  the 
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grants  to  the  states  to  use  to  supplement  their  own  funds.  The  issue  of  aid  to  non-public 
schools  became  the  focus  of  the  arguments  and  great  pressure  was  brought  on  both  sides.  The 
bill  now  remains  before  the  House  Committee  on  Education  and  Labor,  with  no  real  indication 
that  it  will  be  reported. 

School  Health  Services:  S.  lUll  (H.  R.  39U2)  was  passed  by  the  Senate  on  April  29.  It 

authorizes  the  payment  of  $35  million  into  a  program  for  improving 
school  health  services  through  state  agencies.  This  bill  was  referred  to  the  House  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Interstate  and  Foreign  Commerce  from  which  it  has  not  yet  been  reported. 

Survey  and  Construction  of  Elementa-  The  Senate  has  passed  S,  2317  which  provides  $5 
ry  and  Secondary  School  Buildings  :  million  for  surveys  by  state  educational  agencies  to 

"  determine  the  location,  size,  and  type  of  school 

facilities  needed  in  a  long-range  school  construction  program  and  provides  an  additional 
$10  million  for  emergency  construction  immediately.  There  was  no  dissent  in  the  Senate, 
but  there  was  not  time  for  action  by  the  House. 

National  Science  Foiuidationj  S,  2U7j  providing  for  a  federally  siqDported  National  Science 

Foundation,  was  passed  by  the  Senate  on  March  18,  19U9.  A 
companion  bill,  H,  R*  U8I4.6,  was  reported  by  the  House  Education  and  Labor  Committee,  but  was 
not  approved  by  the  Rules  Committee,  It  could  be  considered  by  the  House  any  time. 

Public  Library  Demonstration:  S.  130,  similar  to  a  bill  passed  by  the  Senate  in  the  80th 

Congress,  and  providing  $U0,000  a  year  for  five  years  to 
states  for  the  purpose  of  setting  up  demonstration  free  library  service  in  areas  where  none 
now  exists,  was  reported  favorably  by  the  Senate  Committee  on  Labor  and  Public  Welfare  last 
January  2U,  No  further  action  has  been  taken  in  the  Senate,  Nothing  has  been  done  in  the 
House, 

Public  Health  Services:  S.  522  (H.  R.  267),  passed  by  the  Senate  on  August  27,  would  amend 

the  Public  Health  Act  to  establish  more  local  units.  The  measure 
remains  before  the  House  Committee  on  Interstate  and  Foreign  Commerce, 

Health  Insurance  Proposals:  S.  1679  was  offered  by  Senator  Thomas  of  Utah  on  behalf  of  the 

Administration;  S,  l58l  was  sponsored  by  Senator  Taft  of  Ohio; 
S.  lU56,  by  Senator  Lister  Hill  of  Alabama;  S,  1106,  by  Senator  Henry  Cabot  Lodge,  Jr,,  of 
Massachusetts,  All  of  these  were  considered  at  hearings  held  in  May  by  the  appropriate 
Senate  and  House  Committees,  No  report  has  been  made. 

Civil  Rights  Legislation 

Final  action  has  yet  to  be  taken  on  the  major  points  in  the  President's  Civil  Rights  Pro¬ 
gram,  Many  other  items  relating  to  civil  and  political  freedoms  were  introduced  in  this 
session,  and  of  those  dangerously  restrictive,  only  one  -  the  O'Mahoney  rider  to  the 
Atomic  Energy  Appropriation  (see  below)  -  was  written  into  law.  The  following  summary  is 
brief;  previous  Washington  Letters  have  carried  more  detailed  information  and  future  ones 
will  report  progress. 

Investigation  of  Atomic  Under  the  leadership  of  Senator  Joseph  O'Mahoney,  Wyoming,  the 
Energy  Fellowship  Students;  the  S«iate  included  in  Public  Law  266  a  provision  which  requires 

all  Atomic  Energy  Commission  fellowship  recipients  to  pass  an 
FBI  investigation.  Previously,  all  fellows  engaged  in  secret  work  were  investigated;  the 
new  proposal  makes  no  such  distinction  and  includes  many  more  in  the  general  field  of 
nuclear  physics, 

Anti-Poll  Tax:  H,  R,  3199  which  would  make  illegal  the  requirement  of  poll  tax  for  voting 
was  passed  by  the  House  on  July  26.  No  action  was  taken  in  the  Senate. 
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F  E  P  C:  The  House  Committee  on  Education  and  Labor  reported  an  FEPC  bill  (H.R.  UU53)  on 
August  2,  The  House  did  not  take  action.  S.  17U  was  reported  out  without  recom¬ 
mendation  by  the  Senate  Committee  on  Labor  and  Public  Welfare  and  is  slated  for  consideratic 
early  in  the  next  session  ■wrtiere  it  faces  an  almost  certain  filibuster. 

Statehood  for  Alaska  and  Hawaii:  These  bills,  H.  R.  331  and  H,  R.  U9  respectively,  have 

'  been  reported  to  the  House  and  await  action  there.  No 

action  has  been  taken  in  the  Senate. 

District  of  Columbia  Home  Rule:  The  Senate  has  passed  S.  1527  and  hearings  have  been  held 

in  the  House.  The  bill  has  been  tabled  by  the  House 
Committee  on  District  of  Columbia. 

Detention  of  Deportable  Aliens:  Representative  Sam  Hobbs,  Louisiana,  has  introduced  and 

the  House  Judiciary  Committee  has  approved,  a  bill  which 
would  grant  the  Attorney  General  authority  to  order  indefinite  detention  of  any  deportable 
alien  who  entered  the  United  States  during  the  past  ten  years,  regardless  of  the  reason  for 
deportation.  This  could  affect  some  idio  simply  have  not  been  able  to  leave  the  country  for 
reasons  beyond  their  control,  some  who  were  admitted  without  knowing  they  were  deportable, 
as  well  as  those  deportable  for  immoral  or  criminal  reasons.  This  bill  may  be  acted  on 
early  in  Janusury, 

WHAT  CAN  YOU  DO  ? 

Your  Congressman  and  Senators  use  this  time  between  sessions  to  "build  fences."  They 
should  come  back  to  Washington  on  January  3  with  a  refreshed  impression  of  what  their  con¬ 
stituents  would  like  and  hope  for.  Plan  to  see  your  Washington  representatives  fftiile  they 
are  in  your  district.  Ask  other  church  people,  civic  leaders,  and  friends  who  share  your 
concerns  and  interests  to  go  with  you. 

Be  prepared  to  discuss  especially  those  issues  still  to  be  considered.  Remember,  too,  that 
many  Congressmen  and  Senators  have  made  commendable  records  and  that,  in  Washington,  critic 
remarks  are  more  frequently  recorded  than  favorable  ones.  Any  letters  you  may  write  later 
will  be  more  effective  if  you  have  talked  with  your  representatives  during  the  recess. 

You  will  need  information.  Write  for  copies  of  bills  and  laws.  These  are  available  with¬ 
out  charge  from  : 

House  Document  Room,  Capitol  Building,  Washington  25,  D,  C. 

Bills  may  also  be  obtained  from  your  Congressman’s  office.  Write,  too,  for  copies  of  hear¬ 
ings  which  have  been  held  before  various  Committees.  Address  requests  to  your  Congressman 
or  to  the  appropriate  Committee,  thus  : 

_  Committee 

House  (or  Senate)  Office  Building 
Washington  25,  D,  C, 

Copies  of  international  documents,  such  as  the  Convention  on  Genocide  and  the  ITO  Charter 
are  available  from: 

Public  Liaison  Division 
Department  of  State 
Washington  25,  D.  C, 

Be  sure  to  identify  the  document  you  wish  as  completely  as  possible.  Use  letters  and 
numbers  idien  you  know  them.  In  general,  a  post  card  will  be  sufficient. 


